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“Revelation” (apokálupsis) = the word from which we get our word “apocalypse.”  


“Revelation” (apokálupsis) = It referred to an uncovering, unveiling, or disclosure.  The term 
was a cognate of a Greek word that meant “to take out of hiding.”  Thus, it literally meant “to 
cause something to be fully known.”


“Revelation” (apokálupsis) = Implied within the biblical act of revelation is the idea that that 
certain things cannot be known apart from such revelation.


Deuteronomy 29:29


Amos 3:7


In what follows, we will tackle this topic by examining the two ways in which God reveals 
Himself… 

1.  GENERAL REVELATION 

In what follows, we will examine four means through which the Lord generally or indirectly 
reveals Himself… 

A.  Nature 

Job 36:33


“The next time there is a thunderstorm and you start by being frightened, remember these 
things and say, ‘Oh, the majesty and the power of God!’ Look at the power, listen to the crash – 
God's thunder! - God’s explosion! It makes all our talk about atomic power sound almost like 
children playing, does it not? That is God’s power.” John Carrick


“Oh Lord, my God

When I, in awesome wonder

Consider all the worlds Thy hands have made

I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder

Thy power throughout the universe displayed”

“How Great Thou Art”  

B.  Conscience


Romans 2:14-15


C.  Human Wisdom 

Acts 14:15


"All truth is God’s truth"




D.  History 

Psalm 75:6-7


2.  SPECIFIC REVELATION 

“By special revelation we mean those acts of God whereby he makes himself and his truth 
known at special times and to specific people.  Although given at special times and to specific 
peoples, the revelation is not necessarily intended for that time and people only.” Charles 
Thiessen


A.  Prophecy  

B. Miracles 

Exodus 4:2-5


C.  Christ  

Hebrews 1:1-3


D.  Special Messengers 

“For biblical Christians, the primary shapers of Christianity are (or ought to be) the prophets 
and apostles.” Nick Needham


E.  Scriptures 

“The true believer has always maintained that in the Bible we have a revelation of God, in fact, 
the clearest and only inerrant revelation.” Charles Thiessen



